
Tha Ministearan na h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sònraichte agus an Rùnaire  

Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba) 2016.  Faicibh www.lobbying.scot 
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered 

by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 

Taigh Naomh Anndrais,  Rathad Regent, Dùn Èideann  EH1 

3DG 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 

  

 

Leas Phrìomh Mhinistear agus Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit 

airson Foghlam agus Sgilean 

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 

Education and Skills 
 

John Swinney BPA/MSP 

F/T: 0300 244 4000 
E: dfmcse@gov.scot 

 

 

 
 
Clare Adamson MSP 
Convener, Education and Skills Committee 
T3.40 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 

___           
               19 February 2021 

 
 
 
Dear Clare 
 
I write to the Committee today to provide an update on the approach to assessing National 
Qualifications this year and the support for teachers and lecturers who will be involved in 
delivering them. 
 
The National Qualifications 2021 Group have issued an update regarding the delivery of the 
Alternative Certification Model, including further detail of the model, the roles and 
responsibilities of different parts of the system in delivering the model, and also an 
accompanying Equalities Impact Assessment, and Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Impact 
Assessment. I welcome the work of this group, and have confidence that with the system 
working together, the revised Alternative Certification Model will deliver fairness for learners, 
and ensure that their hard work is recognised. 
 
I set out to Parliament on 8 December, that there would be an exceptional one-off payment 
to teachers and lecturers involved in at least one of the activities of delivering, marking, and 
moderating National 5, Higher, and Advanced Higher courses this year. The First Minster 
has now been able to confirm that this payment will be £400 for full-time teachers and 
lecturers, and will be paid on a pro-rata basis for part-time teachers and lecturers. This 
payment will be for all eligible teachers and lecturers at state secondary schools, colleges, 
and independent schools. Further details of eligibility and how the payment will be made, will 
be confirmed as soon as possible. It is intended that this payment will be made around, or 
soon after, the completion of this assessment work. 
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In addition to the payment to teachers and lecturers, the First Minister also announced that 
two assessment support days would be granted for schools. This was a request from the 
system to allow sufficient time for teachers to be able to engage with the assessment 
process, and ensure fairness for all learners. These days will be for schools to use at their 
own discretion, and my officials are working on further details. 
 
There is no doubt that these remain challenging times, but there has been a real spirit of 
cooperation brought to this process of developing the approach to assessment this year. We 
will of course remain vigilant to any changing circumstances, and I will provide an update to 
you if any further mitigations are required. 
 
 

 
 

 
 JOHN SWINNEY 
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